
In This Issue 

• President’s Message 

• Highlights from the 

Plan, Prepare, and 

Pass it On Confer-

ence (February 5-6th 

in Billing, MT) 

• Soil Health in France 

• Montana Chapter 

SWCS Officers 

 

 

MT SWCS President’s Message  -  Marnie Thompson 

MONTANA SWCS NEWS 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                              

SPRING 2019 

Hello to Montana SWCS.  You are stuck with me as your presi-

dent for the next two years.  I grew up on a ranch in Townsend, 

Montana.  I got a range degree from the GOOD school, Montana 

State.  I started my NRCS career as a soil conservationist in the 

Miles City field office.  After two years in the cow town, I moved 

to Sheridan, Mt. as a soil conservationist and eventually became 

the District Conservationist.  After 12 years in Sheridan, MT  I 

made the big move to the Great Falls Area office as the Area Re-

source Conservationist for Programs.  After 7 years in that posi-

tion, I found out that I missed dealing with the technical aspect of 

the agency and am currently the Area Resource Conservationist 

for Technology.  I have three great children which have kept me 

busy traveling around the state for sports.  My husband Jory is 

the superintendent in Fort Benton where we currently live.  In our 

spare time we like to fish and hang out on our boat. 

My NRCS career took a turn for the best in 2010 when my staff 

and I watched a YouTube video of Ray Archeleta’s slake and in-

filtration tests.  I haven’t looked back and take every opportunity 

to share and learn anything that pertains to soil health. 

        

                Continued on Page 2 
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The SWCS board is working to develop a two-year plan for education and 

outreach and we are seeking your input.  Below is a focused list of educa-

tion and outreach that we would like to complete.  Please email me with 

your prioritized list (#1 being your top priority).   

1) Soil Acidity/Soil health 

2) Outreach for the 2018 Farm 

Bill 

3) Soil Health Bus tour to 

North and South Dakota 

4) Renovation of Monocul-

tures. 

 

Thanks for your help! Looking for-

ward to serving you for the next two 

years. 

 

 

MT SWCS President’s Message  -  Continued 

The Plan, Prepare, and Pass it On Conference (February 5-6th, 2019  Billings, 
MT ) - Shalaine Watson 

How many days on the job do you get to say that your work feeds your 

soul? I know I don’t say that every day, but I think I get to have that feel-

ing more days than most. The Plan, Prepare, and Pass it On conference 

was one such instance.  

Jolene Brown came from 

Iowa to speak to about 50 

farmers, ranchers, law-

yers, estate planners and 

natural resource profes-

sionals in chilly Billings, 

MT. Jolene presented on 

the “Top Ten Mistakes 

That Break Up a Family 

Business” and shared 

many true stories from 

around the country of 

family farms and ranches she has worked with. She provided tools for at-

tendees to take home and implement in their family businesses.  

 

 

Mark Henning , MT  SWCS  Chapter President  providing 
opening remarks for the conference and introducing  fea-

tured speaker Jolene Brown 
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She is a lively and entertaining speaker, mixing humor into a very serious subject. 
Jolene is so good because she has lived it and has worked with so many families 
in all parts of the US and abroad.  

 
An advisor’s panel was held next 
consisting of a CPA, an attorney 
and an estate planner where the 
audience could ask questions of 
how to assemble a team and what 
to be prepared with to save time 
and money when getting a plan to-
gether. Each table came up with 
‘keepers’ from the day, which were 
action items or reminders they 
were going to take home and follow 
up on, because of attending the 
conference.  
 

Marsha Goetting from MSU Extension did a great job of bringing the discussion 
back to MT and walking families through real scenarios that happen in MT if you 
are not prepared and have things IN WRITING. Jolene said over and over ‘if it is 
not in writing, then it did not happen’.   

 
Attendees then had some good MT 
beer, MT beef and shot the breeze 
with new friends and old neighbors. 
We had people come from Wyo-
ming, Fallon County, Powder River 
County, Carter County, Rosebud 
and Treasure Counties and places 
in between.  
 
The second day Lane Nordlund 
chaired the day by opening on cur-
rent agriculture issues and opportu-
nities. Harvey Singh shared his story 
about a positive mindset and how 
giving back to communities is the 

most rewarding thing and necessary thing for 
communities to continue.  
 
 
Continued on Page 4 

Jolene Brown, featured speaker along with panel mem-
bers Curt Barnekoff, Kristen Juras, and Marsha Geotting. 

Lane Nordlund of Nordlund Communications 

Harvey Singh with Singh Construction 



The panel for the day was Jerry Doan of the Black Leg Ranch, John Flocchini 

from the Durham Ranch and David & Logan Mannix from the Mannix Bros. 

Ranch. Each speaker shared about their operation, was very candid about their 

succession 

planning and 

what it looks 

like for their 

family and gave 

advise they’d 

learned along 

the way. After 

lunch, Lane fa-

cilitated a very 

open and hon-

est panel of 

discussion and 

questions. It was awesome to see the sharing of ideas and the openness about 

a very personal subject of estate planning, succession and family business from 

both the audience and speakers.  

MT SWCS organized and sponsored the event along with local Farm Bureaus of 

Yellowstone, Carbon/Stillwater and Sweet Grass counties, MT Famers Union, 

MT DNRC, Stockman 

Bank, MT Grain Growers 

Association, Little Beaver 

Conservation District and  

USDA NRCS.  

Little Beaver Conserva-

tion District sponsored 

three couples from their 

area to come to the event 

and learn. Talk about put-

ting your money where 

your mouth is!  

The group received so many positive comments on surveys as well as just in 

speaking with attendees. The message was that this type of service is needed, 

that farmers and ranchers need tools to address the human component of their 

operations. If you’d like to be a member of SWCS in MT, please visit our 

webpage at www.mtswcs.org or talk to a current member.  
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Lane Nordlund (center) moderating the rancher panel on business suc-

cession plans.  From left/right: David and Logan Mannix (Helmville, MT), 
Jerry Doan (North Dakota), John Flocchine (Wyoming). 

Logan Mannix and his father David discussing how the next 

generation family members are brought back into the Mannix 
Ranch at Helmville, MT. 

The Plan, Prepare, and Pass it On Conference  - Continued 

http://www.mtswcs.org
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On-time flights, a café au lait and a croissant…et voila’, we are in France! 

We left home when the temperature gauge showed -11 F and arrived in 

Paris to 50 degrees F - not bad! Two days in Paris, then on board the TGV 

(fast train) to Redon, 

where we were greet-

ed by Gilles (pr. Jill), 

who promptly took us 

to our rental car and 

led us to his farm in 

Conqueril in the Brit-

tany region.  Gille 

stopped to show us 

his stockers-

Normande cattle.  

Normandes are a du-

al purpose breed 

brought to France by Viking invaders in the 9
th
 and 10

th
 centuries.  He also 

showed us his organic hog facilities. Gilles and Ann-Marie served us tradi-

tional fare in an old French house that was renovated by some English folk 

and picked up later by Gilles and Ann-Marie. We had galettes with ham, 

cheese and leeks.  Galettes are basically crepes made with buckwheat 

flour and not sweet.  They were delicious. 

Work began that evening with Gilles and 

I pouring over my roughly translated (MS 

Word translated) PowerPoint to smooth 

out some mis-communications.  He was 

going to be my translator the following 

day, so it was good to discuss.  Gilles is 

also very much into soil health and re-

generative agriculture, so it helped to be 

on the same page and interesting to ex-

change ideas. The following day we 

awoke to a bevy of croissants and fruits 

and café for our breakfast, then out the 

door to get ready for the conference. 

 

                               Continued on Pages 6-7 

Gilles with his Normande cattle 

Field of cover crops in Brittany 

Soil Health in France - Ann Fischer 
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The conference was the first one of four that was put on by ASSO-BASE, which stands for Biodi-
versity, Agriculture, Soil & Environment Association.   

This association was started in Brittany, France 20 years ago by Frederic Thomas.  (Frederic 

Thomas has led the two bus tours that found their way to Fallon County and our farm several 

years ago).  This is a farmer led and operated association that now has over 1,000 members 

across France.   It is funded by individual subscriptions which are used to fund speakers and 

meetings.  But fees for the meetings are also charged.  And, they buy or bring their own lunches! 

The success of these meetings has bled over to the UK and Ireland-each of them having their 

own chapter.  If you are interested in learning about it in English, the website to the BASE in the 

UK is http://base-uk.co.uk/ 

Anyway, I presented in the morning and Gilles translated.  There were about 45 people in attend-

ance.  They asked a lot of questions and then came to the one that I knew was coming and was 

followed in each of the conferences during the next 3 days-“what about glyphosate?”  They are, 

as you can imagine, very consumed by this ordeal.  They’ve taken glyphosate off the shelves in 

France and wanted to know what we knew about it and how the US is dealing with it.  All of it is 

in our news, of course, but then they wanted to know if we could still use chemicals like Para-

quat?  Of course we can!  And so it went.  These conferences were all attended by a mixture of 

organic growers and no-tillers, so the conversations became lively! 

Note that the EU Common Ag Policy (CAP) in 2015 required “greening of agriculture”.  There are 

many things that were included in that, but one of the items we discussed was mandatory- leav-

ing living plants growing in the winter.  I thought that pretty interesting, but then found that Nov. 

1
st
 was evidently the end of winter-many were plowing (yes, I wrote that) their fields to prepare 

planting wheat. 

We left the conference to look at some fields that had 
cover crops.  Yes, they were green…and wet and had 
lots of earthworms.  Chip and I had to cut out before the 
next field visit to make our way up to the Normandy re-
gion with a quick stop at one of the D-Day beaches-
Arromanches.  Arromanches is where the Allies estab-
lished an artificial temporary harbor to allow the unload-
ing of heavy equipment without waiting for the conquest 
of deep water ports.  The remains of Mulberry Harbor 
are still on the beach. We eventually found our way to 
our next hosts, Christophe and Kathey Mouchel.  Chris-
tophe farms and was accompanied to the conference 

the following day by his daughter who is coming back to the farm to carry on. 

Soil Health in France - Continued 

Arromanches Beach in Normandy 

http://base-uk.co.uk/


The second conference brought a familiar face-Victor LeForestier.  

Victor was with one of the bus tours and also visited our place lat-

er with his wife, Pauline.  It was fantastic to have Victor as inter-

preter as he, too, is of the same mindset.  He is a farmer and con-

sultant and understands regenerative ag very well and wants to 

move away from synthetic inputs.  He also employed a technique 

at the workshop that worked very well.  In the afternoon, he had 

everyone get into groups of 3 and come up with a question to ask 

me.  He told me this gets the people who don’t normally ask ques-

tions engaged and gets everyone talking to one another.  It 

worked! 

Leaving Saint Vaast Sur Seulles, we made the long drive 

towards the Loire region in Dordogne.  We met up with our 

host, Frederic Thibaut, my interpreter-Frederique Hupin, a 

journalist from Belgium and the President of BASE in 

France, Fabien Labrunie.  The next day’s conference went 

the same, with an afternoon in the field and then away to-

ward Perigueux with Frederique joining us.  The final con-

ference was their Annual conference so there were several 

speakers including Frederique who spoke on how to en-

gage in media relations-ie-how to send an email that a 

journalist might want to read! 

Finally, we spent a day with Frederic and Mirielle Thomas 

and their daughter Mylene and her boyfriend Raphael.  

This was a treat because Myl-

ene and Raphael work in the 

vineyards in the prestigious area of St. Emilion and Pomerol in 

the Bordeaux region.  Frederic and I were of course found 

checking out the cover crops that some of the vineyards have 

started planting between the rows of vines.  Because of this fas-

cination we actually missed our ascribed wine tasting tour!    I 

looked up Petrus when I got home.  Yikes-no idea what I was 

standing near. 

It was a fascinating trip with many new ideas.  For me, the take 
away (other than wonderful food, wine and people) was how the 
momentum seemed to be swinging towards improving soil 
health to reduce inputs (reducing the $ risk).  
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Ann & Frederic scouting cover crops 

Soil Health in France - Continued 

V Victor and Ann 



2019 MT Chapter SWCS Officers 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President:  Marni Thompson,  marni.thompson@mt.usda.gov 

Past President:  Mark Henning,  mark.henning@mt.usda.gov 

Secretary:  shalaine.watson@mt.usda.gov   

Treasurer:  Jane Holzer,  msca@3rivers.net 

Newsletter Editor:  Travis Lemke,  travis.lemke@mt.usda.gov 

WebMaster:  Tera Ryan, tera6@hotmail.com 

Eastern Director:   Ann Fischer,  ann.fischer@mt.usda.gov 

Northern Director:   James Cave,  james.cave@mt.usda.gov 

North Western Director:  Travis Lemke,  travis.lemke@mt.usda.gov 

Southern Director: Vacant 

South Western Director:  Chris Mahony,  christopher.mahony@mt.usda.gov 

CHAPTER COMMITTEES 

Membership: Vacant 

Scholarships: Tommy Bass, Roger Hybner, Corey Swenson 

Awards:  Dick Scheetz, richard.scheetz@mt.usda.gov,  Mark Henning, Marni Thompson 

Soil Painting Kit:: Stacy Eneboe, Jane Holzer 

Earth Bracelets: Heidi Brewer, Jane Holzer 

MSU Student Chapter Exploratory Committee:  Tony Hartshorn, soildoc@gmail.com; Tony is a professor 

and soil scientist highly engaged with MSU students through mentorship and undergrad research initia-

Please direct all submis-

sions, comments and sug-

gestions to:  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:   

Travis Lemke, 

travis.lemke@mt.usda.gov 

We are on the WEB!

http://www.swcs.org/ 
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